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Some improvement has also taken place in the
general administration of Baluchistan, especially since
the accession of Mir Muhammad, Khan of Khelat, in
1893. His father Khudadad, who had succeeded Nasir
Khan II., of the Brahui dynasty, in 1857, had been
guilty of so many excesses, culminating with the murder
of his Minister and others, that the British authorities
were compelled to intervene, and call upon the discredited
ruler to abdicate, measures being at the same time taken
to prevent a recurrence of such abuses. At present
the political power of the Khan of Khelat is little more
than nominal. On the one hand he is subsidised, like
the Amir of Kabul, by the Indian Government, whose
supremacy is acknowledged by several treaties; on the
other his jurisdiction is limited by the great tribal chiefs,
so that the greater part of Baluchistan forms a confederacy
of chiefs under the suzerainty of the Khan of Khelat.
The rest of the country is now practically British territory,
the districts of Quetta and the Bolan being administered
since 1876 by British officials on behalf of the Khan,
while the so-called assigned districts (Pishin, Shorarud,
Kachk, Kawas, Harnai, Sibi, and Thai Chotiali), the
territories of the Mari and Bugti tribes, the district of
Khetran, and the tract between the Zhob valley and the
Gromul Pass, are now under direct British rule. There
is no standing army, beyond a small corps maintained by
the Khan j all the recent fortifications erected in connec-
tion with the general scheme of imperial defence lie within
the British territory; the forts scattered over the Baluch
confederacy are of an obsolete type; in a word, Baluchis-
tan as an independent political factor has ceased to exist.